
                
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
2/3/17 
PROGRESS REPORTS ARE GOING HOME ON MONDAY, 2/6. 
PLEASE MAKE SURE TO ASK YOUR STUDENT TO SEE A PROGRESS 
REPORT!  (Teachers will not be asking for proof of them going home 
unless a student is earning a D or an F).  
 
Teacher Disclaimer *(GRADES AND PROGRESS REPORTS ARE VERY FLUID AND CAN CHANGE BOTH 
UP AND DOWN DAILY.  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE EMAIL SPECIFIC TEACHERS DIRECTLY). 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■  Alyssa Cunningham-Barkus- 7th Grade 
■  Isis Delorenzo- 7th Grade  

★ The Middle School, WCA Foundation, and Parent Council is hosting another 
Parents’ Night Out on Friday, February 10, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the MPR. 

○ Please sign the permission slip to allow your MS student to volunteer for 
the event. 

○ Please sign up to volunteer your time (we need at least two Parents to 
help supervise each event).  There are multiple options for how each 
family can help support our fundraising and field trip efforts! 

■ There will be a sign up genius notification sent out early next week. 
Science 
7th Grade and 8th Grade: 
We began our next project this week in both 7th and 8th grade.  The driving 
question for the project is this: 
 



 
The year is 2050, Earth's resources are depleted, and extinction of species is rampant.  Although 

some people are preparing for relocation to outer space settlements, there are those who will remain behind. 
How can they use scientific data (environmental, evolutionary, and genetic) to ensure continued life on 
Earth?  What will those traveling to relocate need to survive? 

 
Students will work in teams to survive on either Earth or Mars.  Will they 
make it?  How long can they last?  
  
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We are entering  the last phases of our Realistic Writing 
essay.  The students stories are really coming together.  We are 
concentrating on using paragraphs wisely (to help move place or time, 
highlight drama and/or impact), revising our leads to include small actions., 
mood, time and place, foreshadowing. We have also looked at grounding 
the dialogue in their scenes to make it move the story forward.  We will 
head into the conclusion next week and be done with the first draft at 
weeks end.  
 
     8th Grade: We kicked off a new unit on Monday, Investigative 
Journalism. We began by looking around for potential news stories, 
noticing small life dramas or out-of-the-ordinary events and capturing the 
who, what, where, when, and why  of those dramas and turn them into 
cogent  newscasts.  Next,  we  progressed to observing other classes or 
sceneries and then turning those into newscasts as well. Next week we will 
look into expanding their writing into more lengthy articles using journalistic 
tone - concise, 3rd person voice. 
 



 
 
 
Social Studies 
 
Hi All!  We still need more textbooks to come back to the classroom! 
We actually have less books than we did two weeks ago...please 
encourage your children to bring their textbooks back to school, 
especially since we do all of our work in class! 

 
7th Grade:  We have had some outstanding presentations and 
projects and have learned so much about many Chinese 
inventions!  Several students will need to finish up their work 
and present next week, so please help support your 7th 
grader’s efforts! 
 
8th Grade :  This week we analyzed the land acquisitions in the 
1800’s and how political motivations continued and expanded 
slave ownership through “compromise”.  We will be asking 
ourselves some very hard questions about freedom, liberty, 
ownership, and slavery in general.  Please make sure to talk to 
your 8th graders about how they feel about this tragic legacy 
of our nation and support the connections we are making to 
modern issues. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th grade: 
This week 7th grade got to continue their study of probability by playing games. 
Doing things like rolling Dice and flipping coins let us get a better feel for 
whether or not a game is fair, and ultimately give us the chance to calculate the 
probability for any given outcome. 
 
By the way, I am still the 7b homeroom teacher. There was some confusion 
because I have started teaching a math support class on Tuesday during class 
meeting.  
 



 
 
 
8th grade: 
 8th grade spent most of this week shoring up skills in transformations. We also 
did quite a bit of work with substitution in algebraic expressions, solving 
systems of equations with fractional coefficients. The end of the week was a 
chance for students to do some catch up before progress reports come out next 
week. These progress reports will indicate the students’ current grade, but it is 
not their final grade for the trimester. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


